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“The Phenomenon of Diminutive in the Dathina Dialect
Compared to Standard Arabic”

Nasma Khaled Mugbil Al Hameli
The Arabic Language Department Zanzibar of
Education - Abyan University

Muneer Ahmed Abdullah Altayeb!
The Arabic Language Department
University of Aden

Abstract: The phenomenon of diminutive formation in the Dathinah dialect is one of the
most prominent morphological phenomena worthy of study. This research focused on
tracking and studying this phenomenon in a comparative study with Classical Arabic, with a
comparison to other some Semitic languages whenever possible.

The research results showed aspects of similarity between the dialect and Classical Arabic,

the importance of studying morphological issues through modern methods and theories, and
clarified the main role of Kasrah in the diminutive structure.

Keywords: Diminutive - Dathinah dialect - Contrastive study - Vernacular.
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